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tem of the heart, and possibly upon the myocardium ; the second form occur¬ 
ring in such conditions in which outflow of blood is materially interfered 
with on account of mechanical conditions. The first form, according to the 
observations of West, undoubtedly may end fatally, although this has not 
been the case in the author's own experience. The second form is one that 
lasts much longer than the first, but in children has a tendency to recovery. 
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The Treatment of Furunculosis.— Dr. Gustav Longmann applies the 
cathode, which exhibits more intense reaction upon the tissue. It is placed 
upon the furuncle, the anode somewhere in the neighborhood, and a current 
of about 2 to 5 milliampSres is applied for from five to ten minutes. As a rule, 
one sitting daily is sufficient. The intensity of the current ought to vary both 
with the stage of development of the boil (the earlier stages being more 
sensitive) and with individual sensitiveness. Whenever there is extensive 
suppuration a flat pledget of cotton soaked in a 1:1000 solution of corrosive 
sublimate is placed between the sponge and the skin. Whether this power¬ 
ful antiseptic has a beneficial cataphoric action or not is not certain, hut 
those who have great confidence in cataphoresis may use it on all boils. 
Under this treatment some boils disappear after one or two applications; 
others may require as many as eight; on the average four or five sittings 
terminate their existence .—New York Medical Journal, 1900, No. 1122, p. 854. 

Chronic Brass Poisoning.— Dr. William Murray remarks that while 
the condition is far from infrequent, the literature is surprisingly scanty and 
unsatisfying. Potassium iodide did not give satisfactory results in spite of 
Simons’ enthusiastic indorsement. Remembering that copper sulphate is 
recognized as an antidote for phosphorus poisoning, pills containing the 
latter in doses as large as one-tenth of a grain daily were administered, with 
excellent results. The patients became rapidly well, even if they did not 
desist from their work. Diluted phosphoric acid, fifteen minims three times 
daily, gave even better results ; the explanation being, apparently, that phos¬ 
phorus when injected becomes converted partly into phosphoric acid, and 
it may be that only this part is effectual, so that a certain amount of econ¬ 
omy is exercised in giving the acid direct. Sometimes, however, better 
results were obtained with the phosphorus. The only matter of diet which 
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need be considered is the importance of milk as a beverage.— British Medi¬ 
cal Journal, 1900, No. 2057, p. 1334. 

The Untoward Action of Citrophen. —Dr. Ernst Sc hot ten was treat¬ 
ing a young woman for acute rheumatic polyarthritis with sodium salicylate, 
which produced ear symptoms and vomiting. Immediately on commencing 
with citrophen in fifteen-grain doses thrice daily there supervened headache, 
hot flashes, singing in the ears, and profuse perspiration. On the following 
day cyanosis appeared. Neither at this nor other times was the pain mark¬ 
edly diminished. On omitting the drug these symptoms disappeared.— 
Therapeutische Monatshe/te, 1900, Heft v., S. 278. 

The Action of Chloroform upon the Blood.— Dott V. Baccarani presents 
the following interesting results: (1) The specific gravity of the blood is not 
altered in mild narcosis; in some species of animals it is increased, in others 
diminished by protracted and profound narcosis. (2) Its alkalinity is slightly 
diminished. (3) The number of red corpuscles is diminished, but not 
always in a given proportion. (4) The number of white corpuscles is in¬ 
creased, particularly in the peripheral bloodvessels. (5) There is no appreci¬ 
able change in the percentage of haemoglobin when measured by the Fleischl 
apparatus. (6) Arterial blood shows the absorption-band of methsemoglobin. 
(7) The bactericidal properties are increased (8) It furnishes the respiratory 
power of the red blood-cells (9) Venous blood reacts more readily and more 
markedly to chloroform. (10) The red blood-cells of youth are more pro¬ 
foundly changed than those of adults. (11) Death may occur in animals 
without notable change in the blood. (12) The action of chloroform may 
persist for several hours, or even days.— Qazetta degli Ospedali e delle Clin- 
iche, 1900, No. 42, S. 445. 

The Treatment of Articular Rheumatism.— Dott. F. Battistini, while 
regarding the salicylates as the most trustworthy remedies, is not insensible 
to their disadvantages. Better known, and at the same time inconveniences 
of minor importance, are digestive disturbances, varying from heaviness in 
the stomach to nausea and vomiting. Various exanthemata, morbilliform 
and scarlatiniform erythema, erythema nodosum, urticaria, vesicular pem¬ 
phigoid eruptions, and, rarely, in marasmic individuals, purpura may appear. 
Hyperidrosis is noted in about 68 per cent, of patients. Hemorrhage is of 
comparatively recent occurrence with sodium salicylate—epistaxis, hsema- 
turia, entorrhagia, metrorrhagia, and menorrhagia. Various nervous symp¬ 
toms have been observed, notably delirium. Dyspnoea merits especial atten¬ 
tion, and is produced by direct action on the respiratory centres. Symptoms 
referable to audition occur in about 60 per cent, of urticarias. For dimin¬ 
ishing the last ergot or ergotin have been proposed, but do not give satisfac¬ 
tory results. For preventing gastric disturbance weak solutions of the 
remedy should be employed, or alcohol added in small quantity; or the 
remedy may be associated with sodium bicarbonate or Vichy and given 
apart from the meals. Many instances of intolerance can be circumvented 
by rectal administration, high enema, well diluted, and with a small amount 
of tincture of opium.— Bivista Oritica di Clinica Medica, 1900, No. 17, p. 331. 



